
 

 

 

 

  

August 2026 
 

Dear Parent/Carer,  
 
Year 7 Welcome Letter 
 
A very warm welcome to Hyde High School. As Headteacher, I look forward to working in partnership with you and 
your child over the next five years. This letter is designed to help you and your child feel ready for September by 
outlining the routines, standards and expectations that underpin our school community, and are essential to every 
adult and child at Hyde. 
 
We hope that our ‘Moving Up’ Evening and Transition Days in the summer term have already given you an insight 
into what to expect, and an introduction to The Hyde Way, which is rooted in our core values:  
 
Ready 

●​ Arrive on time for school and lessons, with the correct equipment 
●​ Wear the Hyde uniform with pride 
●​ Complete homework on time and to the highest standard 

 
Respectful 

●​ Treat everyone as you wish to be treated 
●​ Be polite, courteous and considerate 
●​ Look after your environment and support others 

 
Safe 

●​ Move calmly around school 
●​ Look out for one another 
●​ Use technology responsibly 

 
Hard work is rewarded in many ways - whether weekly at our PRIDE@Hyde events, at our annual Prize Evening or in 
the proud moments when Year 11 students open their GCSE results and embark on the next exciting phases of their 
lives. 
  
However, just like every other school in the country, some students do not achieve their full potential - not because 
of a lack of ability, but because they have not developed great learning habits. That is why Year 7 is such a crucial 
foundation, and why we need your support. Together, we can ensure your child develops the habits and mindset 
needed for success, not just at school, but beyond it. 
 
Great Learning Habits 
Educational success is not down to intelligence alone. Many external factors play a role, and one of the most 
important is a strong partnership between school and home. Together, we can instil the routines that support great 
learning. 
 
Some students across the country - and occasionally here - arrive at school unprepared. They may be frequently late, 
miss homework deadlines, or disrupt learning in class. These habits are usually formed over time and become 

 



 

difficult to undo. At Hyde High School, we care too much to let this happen and we believe it is our responsibility to 
set clear expectations and support every student in meeting them. 
 
Here are the 6 Great Learning Habits we will insist on every day: 
 
1. Be on time: 
  
School starts promptly at 8:40am, and students can arrive from 8:10am. Students must arrive on time each day, and 
be punctual to every lesson, without fail. Attendance below 96% is a serious concern as it directly impacts progress 
and well-being. 
 
2. Take pride in uniform:  
 
Uniform must be worn perfectly - top buttons fastened, shirts tucked in, ties worn correctly, and shoes smart (not 
trainers). No jewellery or extreme hairstyles. High standards in appearance help promote high standards in learning. 
 
3. Be equipped: 
  
Students must bring a suitable school bag, pencil case, planner, and the correct books and equipment each day. 
Pencil cases must include at least: a black/blue pen, green pen, pencil, ruler, and rubber. 
 
4. Complete all homework: 
  
Homework should be completed on time, presented neatly, and show a good level of effort. Teachers will set 
homework according to the school homework timetable, which can be found in students' planners. Students are also 
expected to record all homework tasks in their planner, and we expect parents to check this every week. To support 
students in their transition to secondary school, homework will be introduced gradually during the first half-term. 
Students who meet homework deadlines will be rewarded with PRIDE Points. 
 
5.  Work hard and stay on task: 
 
Students are expected to remain focused in every lesson, showing respect to the teacher and their peers by sitting up 
straight, facing the speaker and paying attention. They must use the correct Learning Voice (silent, a soft voice or a 
projected voice), follow time limits, and take pride in their efforts. 
 
6. Be polite and show respect: 
  
Students are expected to demonstrate good manners at all times by speaking respectfully to staff and their peers. 
They should follow instructions first time, use polite language, and never answer back or argue. If they have a 
concern, they should raise it respectfully at an appropriate time, not during the lesson. Respectful behaviour helps 
create a positive and productive learning environment for everyone. 
 
How you can help 
Families play a crucial role in supporting learning. You can help by: 
 

●​ Modelling and reinforcing these habits at home 
●​ Supporting our high expectations without excuses 
●​ Rewarding effort and consistency 

 
If your child already demonstrates these habits, they are well-placed for success. We’ll continue to reinforce and 
reward them at school through PRIDE Points, praise postcards, letters, phone calls, and exciting rewards events, 
including a range of exciting trips and activities. 
  
 



 

What happens if expectations are not met? 
Our correction system is fair and consistent. If a learning habit is broken, we will record it and inform you via 
Go4Schools. Depending on the incident, students may receive a 30-minute, 60-minute or 90-minute detention. 
 
This may sound strict, but it is about helping students reset, learn from mistakes and improve. If a detention is issued, 
please support the school by discussing the situation with your child and helping them take responsibility. 
 
Please note: schools are legally permitted to issue detentions without parental consent. If your family routines and 
travel arrangements are impacted by a detention, please do not blame the school. Instead, we ask that you speak 
with your child about the inconvenience they have caused. 
 
Enrichment and Character Development 
Hyde High School offers a wealth of opportunities beyond the classroom. From sports teams to clubs and societies, 
there are countless ways for students to get involved, develop friendships and grow in confidence. We want our 
students to develop a strong moral compass so that they are able to take their place as active citizens, ready to 
contribute positively to their communities and the wider world. 
 
We expect every Year 7 student to take part in at least one co-curricular activity. These opportunities help students 
develop important skills, such as resilience, teamwork and leadership, and increase their sense of belonging and 
pride in our school. 
 
Home School Agreement and School Policies 
Our school community is strongest when families and staff work in close 
partnership, and we remain grateful for the support you provide throughout 
the year. As part of our continued move towards more efficient and 
accessible communication, the Home–School Agreement will now be 
completed electronically rather than through the student planner.  
 
We kindly ask all parents and carers to verify agreement following the QR 
code below or clicking on the link here, that you have read and understood 
our attendance policy and behaviour policy so that we can continue to 
uphold high standards and provide a calm, safe and ambitious education for 
every child.  
 
Why have we written to you? 
As a new family to our school, we hope you appreciate that we are working hard to achieve the very best outcomes 
for your child. We want every student to succeed and be happy at Hyde. That’s only possible with your support. We 
are proud of our community and excited to welcome your family into it. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact us before the start of term so that we can 
work together to resolve any issues. 

We look forward to welcoming our new Year 7 students on Thursday 3rd September arriving no later than 8.30am 

for a welcome assembly at 8.40am; we wish you a very enjoyable and relaxing summer holiday. 

 
Yours faithfully, 

                                                      ​  
Ms G Arnold 
Headteacher  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfLL8O64cvHLpFnBcuIH-ec0Ns_IZZjxJuy0Zwy9XG0rXsfdA/viewform

