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August 2026
Dear Parent/Carer,
Step Up to Year 10

We hope you and your child have enjoyed the summer break so far. We want to take a moment to congratulate your
child on completing Year 9. This year marks an important transition point, and when students return in September,
they will begin Year 10 — the official start of their GCSE journey.

The step up from Key Stage 3 to Key Stage 4 is significant. Expectations increase, courses become more challenging,
and students begin working towards qualifications that will shape their future pathways. We know this can feel
exciting for some and daunting for others, so we want to reassure you that we will support every student to make a
strong, confident start.

What Year 10 will mean for your child

e They will begin GCSE content in all subjects, with regular assessment to help us track progress and provide
targeted support.

e Attendance and punctuality remain incredibly important; missing learning at this stage can have a real impact
on outcomes. Attendance must be above 96%.

e Students will be expected to take greater responsibility for organisation, homework, revision and
independent study.

e Teachers will provide clear guidance, structured resources and regular feedback to help students stay on
track.

How you can support your child to prepare for September

e Encourage your child to maintain a healthy routine — sleep, nutrition and time away from screens make a big
difference.
Help them organise their equipment and workspace so they return ready to learn.

e Talk positively about the step into Year 10; students often take their cues from adults around them.
If your child has struggled this year, reassure them that Year 10 is a fresh start and we will work closely with
them.

Attendance: Every Day Matters

As your child enters their GCSE years, we want to emphasise the vital importance of excellent attendance throughout
Year 10. Every lesson is carefully planned to build knowledge, develop exam skills and prepare students for their GCSE
examinations. There is very little spare time in the curriculum — every day counts.

We ask all families to encourage students to approach each school day as though it were the day of a GCSE
examination.
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Minor illnesses such as colds, headaches, sore throats, tiredness or other minor ailments are rarely a reason to miss a
full day of learning. In many cases, students feel better once they are in school and engaged in their lessons. If your
child becomes genuinely unwell during the day, we will always contact you and make appropriate arrangements. If
illness does result in absence, please provide medical evidence where possible.

Missing even one lesson can mean missing essential content that may not be taught again before exams. Over the
year, these missed opportunities accumulate and can significantly impact achievement.

Excellent attendance can make the difference between:

Achieving a Grade 4 rather than a Grade 3
Securing a Grade 5 instead of a Grade 4
Accessing a preferred college, sixth form or apprenticeship

Meeting entry requirements for a chosen post-16 course or career pathway
Every lesson attended increases your child’s chances of success.

Home School Agreement and School Policies

Our school community is strongest when families and staff work in close
partnership, and we remain grateful for the support you provide
throughout the year. As part of our continued move towards more
efficient and accessible communication, the Home-School Agreement will
now be completed electronically rather than through the student planner.

We kindly ask all parents and carers to verify agreement following the QR
code below or clicking on the link here, that you have read and
understood our attendance policy and behaviour policy so that we can
continue to uphold high standards and provide a calm, safe and ambitious
education for every child.

Our commitment to your child

At Hyde High School we are determined to ensure every student feels

prepared, supported and motivated as they enter Key Stage 4. Staff have been planning carefully to make sure
lessons are aspirational and engaging, expectations are clear, and intervention is available where needed. We want
every young person to believe in their potential and to feel proud of the progress they make.

Thank you for your continued support.

Yours faithfully,

Ms G Arnold
Headteacher


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfLL8O64cvHLpFnBcuIH-ec0Ns_IZZjxJuy0Zwy9XG0rXsfdA/viewform
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