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In Loving Memory of Barry Cooke 

Today we remember and celebrate the extraordinary life of Barry Cooke, a remarkable teacher, an inspirational leader, 
and a cherished figure in the heart of the Hyde community. 

For more than two decades, Barry dedicated himself to Hyde High School (Hyde Technology School), serving as 
headteacher with unwavering commitment and compassion. Under his leadership, the school was transformed. 
Colleagues and generations of students alike speak of him not just as a headteacher, but as a guiding force who helped 
shape futures and uplift a community. 

Barry’s service was defined by his deep belief in the potential of every young person. He led by example by investing 
his energy tirelessly as a champion for all children and supporting families in practical and heartfelt ways. His work 
was recognised nationally, including with a lifetime achievement award which is a testament to the impact he had on 
education beyond Hyde’s gates. 

To colleagues, students, and friends he was affectionately known as “The Boss”; this was a nickname that conveyed 
not just respect but genuine affection. Barry had an undeniable presence: firm when needed but always fair, a mentor 
to staff and a beacon of reassurance to students. Many remember his calm wisdom, his quick wit, and the genuine 
warmth he showed to everyone he met. 

His legacy lives on in the countless lives he touched in the achievements of students who thrived under his leadership, 
the careers of teachers he inspired, and in the stronger, more confident community that grew around the school during 
his tenure. 

Barry will be fondly remembered and deeply missed — as a leader, a mentor, and above all, as a beloved member of 
the Hyde family. His contribution to education and the life of this community is a legacy that will endure for 
generations. 


