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August 2025

Dear Parent / Carer
Preparing for Year 11 National Examinations: Our Commitment to Year 11

As we look forward to Year 11, we are writing to help your family prepare for the excitement and challenges ahead.
This letter sets out what to expect, how to prepare and what the school has to offer beyond the day-to-day lessons
and curriculum. We know that Year 11 is the most important year of all for your child and we are ready to support
them as we enter the final stages of their time with us.

We intend to work with you to give your child the very best chance of success as they prepare for the next stage of life
beyond school. In today’s college and career-market, there are two things that will give students the best chances
when they leave us in June 2026. The first is that they achieve the best possible GCSE results in English, Mathematics
and the full range of subjects. The second is that their school record and reference is strong, demonstrating: positive
values; politeness; hard work; honesty; great attendance and an excellent behaviour record.

It is worth reminding ourselves that almost all grades will be based solely on the final examinations with only a handful
of key practical subjects still having a practical or in-year controlled assessment. Purposeful revision, hard work and
focused learning (in school and at home) is the key to success. Your child will have to revise hard for the Pre-Public
Examinations (the ‘Mocks’) in November and February, and for other in-year assessments so that teachers have a clear
understanding of where there are strengths and areas for improvement. Students may be asked to resit any internal
exams if their classroom teacher does not feel that they have prepared adequately. Students will need to work even
harder at home for the real examinations in May and June, but the key will be to put in extra hours each week
throughout the year so that there is not too much to cram at the end.

To support you and your child in the lead-up to the GCSE exams, there will be two Parents’ Evenings. The first will
take place on Thursday 11th December 2025. During this evening, teaching staff will discuss your child’s
performance in their recent mock exams, outline the examination requirements for each subject, and provide
additional revision resources to support their preparation.

The second Parents’ Evening will be held on Thursday 5th February 2026, after the final set of mock exams. By this
stage, there should be a clear picture of your child’s strengths and areas for improvement. Staff will offer targeted
feedback and guidance on the specific steps needed to help your child achieve their full potential in the GCSE exams.
Further details will be provided closer to each event.

Attendance

We are all aware of the importance of attendance and thank you for your ongoing support with this. Your child may
already have strong attendance (above 96%) and, if so, we must continue to work together to maintain this. We are
concerned about the attendance of some students in the Class of 2026 and will continue to work with these families
to improve this; attendance during the Y10 Mock Examinations was improved and this shows the difference that can
be made. Without being in school, students cannot realise their potential and we must work together to ensure
excellent attendance habits are established and maintained. Year 11 is a fresh start and, even if attendance has been
a concern during Year 10, it is not too late to change this.
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Meeting Individual Targets:

We have set each Year 11 student targets based on their own personal previous performance and capability, taking
into account the achievements of thousands of students nationally with similar previous performance over the last
few years. These targets are achievable and are set in-line with our high expectations as we want all students to fulfil
their potential, to give them the best possible chance of success and to have a wide range of options available to them
at college and beyond. This can only happen if each student puts time aside each week to work hard after 3.00pm and
does not leave it until the end of the year. We are delighted to say that our teachers can, and will, help with that too,
but the challenge will be for students to get in the habit of working independently, re-reading and re-writing what has
been studied in class and practising some exam-style questions. This is the only approach that is known to bring good
results. The key message, of course, is that Year 11 is different and much more important than the preceding years:
work beyond school-time is simply essential for success at GCSE level.

Whilst it is important that your child takes time to enjoy this summer break, it would be a good idea to ‘get ahead’,
perhaps using a small amount of the holiday to recap on previous learning or prepare for the topics which will be
studied next year. For those students who have missed any lessons, we urge them to catch up with lost learning on
Google Classroom or other learning platforms referenced in lessons. If they do not do this, they will struggle on their
return in September.

In addition to Google Classroom, our school website has some excellent revision resources to help students prepare
for examinations. These resources include past papers, revision booklets and interactive resources. There are also
some excellent resources provided by the nationally acclaimed Oak Academy www.thenational.academy this resource,
together with resources from BBC Bitesize www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize provide a host of exciting and interactive learning
opportunities for students. Additional websites and links to revision material have been shared at the end of this
letter.

Being Organised:

You can help by creating the conditions for success at home. For example, over the summer you may wish to help your
child to organise their school work and folders — some will need help organising their notes and may find themselves
overwhelmed with documents and paper. Also, try to agree where your child will study; it could be in a bedroom or
other quiet place in the house, but try to establish a single comfortable area for study. Students will always be
welcome to stay back after school to work in our learning spaces.

Avoid Distractions:

For many students, time spent without games and with minimum use of social media will provide so much more time
for learning at home. Please speak to your child and agree together as a family how to make learning a priority by
limiting such activities. It really will be worth it in the long run: there is no short-cut to success but hard work,
dedication and some personal sacrifice from students makes all the difference. It may be helpful for you to ensure that
your child’s social time is more limited to weekends and holidays: there is so much to learn, retain and practise for the
GCSEs. Please remind your child that, following the exams, they will have the longest summer holiday that they have
ever had.

We would like to thank you in advance for your continued support in preparing your child for their Mock Examinations
during Year 11 and the final examinations at the end of Year 11. We know we can work together to ensure that your
child has great attendance, a fabulously positive attitude to learning and a mature understanding that Year 11 requires
consistent work each week at home and in school. This should ensure that your child can leave school proud of their
effort, their results and their achievements.
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http://www.thenational.academy/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize

We look forward to welcoming our Year 11 students on Wednesday 3rd September 2025 between 9:50-10.00am for
a welcome assembly and wish you a very enjoyable and relaxing summer holiday.

Yours faithfully

Cafpo

Ms G Arnold
Headteacher

@ General GCSE Revision Websites

1. Seneca Learning
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
Interactive courses for all major GCSE subjects.

2. GoCongr
https://www.gocongr.com/en/
Mind maps, quizzes, notes, and flashcards for multiple subjects.

3. Quizlet
https://quizlet.com/en-gb
Flashcards and study sets for all GCSE subjects—great for memorising content.

4. Revision World
https://revisionworld.com/
Free resources for all GCSE subjects, including past papers.

5. Save My Exams
https://www.savemyexams.com/
Revision notes, past paper questions, and model answers (some content free).

6. StudyWise
https://studywise.co.uk/
Organised GCSE revision hub for all major subjects.

7. Get Revising (by The Student Room)
https://getrevising.co.uk/
Create revision timetables, access flashcards, and find resources shared by other students.

8. Physics & Maths Tutor
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
Includes resources for Science, Maths, English, Geography, and more.

9. Brainscape
https://www.brainscape.com/
Smart flashcard system for GCSE and A-Level revision.
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10. S-cool
https://www.s-cool.co.uk/
Summarised notes and exam tips for a range of GCSE subjects.

11. Khan Academy
https://www.khanacademy.org/
Excellent free tutorials and exercises—especially for Maths and Science.

12. Study Rocket
https://studyrocket.co.uk/
Structured, exam-focused lessons for GCSEs with an easy-to-use interface.

@ Subject Specific GCSE Revision Websites

Subject Website Links

Computing and BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z4kw2hv

Business CEOP: https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
Education Quizzes: https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/

Design and BBC Food: https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/diets

Technology BBC Good Food: https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/

Food — A Fact of Life: https://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/
Seneca: https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
Technology Student: https://technologystudent.com/

English Education Quizzes: https://www.educationquizzes.com/gcse/
GCSE Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zr9d7ty
Seneca: https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/

French BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
Seneca: https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
Geography BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zy3ptyc

Internet Geography: https://www.internetgeography.net/aqa-gcse-geography/
Tutor2U: https://www.tutor2u.net/geography/reference

German Duolingo: https://www.duolingo.com/

Language Gym: https://www.language-gym.com/
Quizizz: https://wayground.com/join/dashboard
Quizlet: https://quizlet.com/latest

Vocabulix: https://www.vocabulix.com/

Extra resources on Google Classroom

History BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zw4bv4i
History homework retrieval quizzes: https://www.historyhomework.com/
Seneca: https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/

Mathematics Dr Frost: https://www.drfrost.org/index.php
Just Maths: https://justmaths.co.uk/
Mathsgenie: https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
Mathswatch: https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/
https://corbettmaths.com/
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Music

BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zbmct39

GCSE Areas of Study documents: https://www.hydehighschool.uk/curriculum/learning-at-
hyde/music/

Music Google Drive: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0ADH ikG616S-Uk9PVA
Music Theory: https://www.musictheory.net/
https://fosuk.serverl.apps.focusonsound.com/

PE

BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/ztrcg82

Oak National Academy: https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/physical-
education-secondary-ks4-gcse-ocr/units

PE Google Drive: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0AINImxel03DbUkIPVA

Science

BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zng4d2p
Science Department Student Website: https://sites.google.com/hydehighschool.uk/hyde-
students-website/home?pli=1

Spanish

Conjuguemos: https://conjuguemos.com/
Duolingo: https://www.duolingo.com/

Language Gym: https://www.language-gym.com/
Quizizz: https://wayground.com/join/dashboard
Quizlet: https://quizlet.com/latest

Seneca: https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
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