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Welcome to Hyde High School 

We are delighted to welcome your child to Hyde High School.  Moving from primary to secondary school is exciting 

but can also bring lots of questions.  Our Moving Up Evening offers you the opportunity to visit school, find out some 

key information and ask any questions that you might have.  During our transition days in July, your child will meet 

with their form tutor and form group, and begin to learn their way around the school.  They will also learn about our 

Hyde High School ethos providing a caring, safe, and stimulating learning environment. Hyde High School aims to 

nurture a lifelong love of learning, instill high values and prepare students for the challenges and opportunities of the 

21st century.  Our three rules are simple: Ready (always be on time and ready to learn), Respectful ( respect for 

everyone and everything, follow instructions first time, every time), and Safe (always act in a way that will keep 

yourself and others safe and well). 

Our transition team is working closely with primary schools and Year 6 teachers to gather all the information we need 

to ensure a smooth transition for your child to HHS. 

This handbook should provide all the information you require to support your child’s transition to secondary school; 

please read it carefully. You are welcome to ask any further questions at our Moving Up evening. 

Transition Days: 3rd and 4th July 2025 

Your child will attend  two transition days at HHS where they will meet Year 6 students from other schools, begin to 

make new friends and experience taster lessons.  This will enable your child to feel more confident about starting high 

school in September. 

Your child must arrive at school between 8.45am and 9.00am, the school day will finish at 3.05pm. If you would like 

your child to make their own way home at the end of the day, we require consent, please complete the tick box on 

ParentPay. If you are collecting children, they will exit school through the main glass doors and out through the front 

gates; you may wish to agree a meeting point with your child.  If you are travelling by car, please be advised that there 

is no access to the school car park at the start or end of the school day other than for students with additional needs. 

We strongly advise that you park away from the school (being mindful of local residents) and walk to the gates. 

On the day your child must wear their usual primary school uniform, bring their school bag with basic equipment. 

They will require trainers to change into PE on Friday. Hyde has a no jewellery policy, please ensure they do not wear 

any for the transition days as any prohibited items will be confiscated in line with school policy. 

If you pay for your child’s school dinners you will need to sign up to ParentPay and pay for your child’s meals online 

before they attend the transition days.  ParentPay information will be provided at the ‘Moving Up Evening’ on 19th 

June 2025.  A school ‘Meal Deal’ currently costs £2.99; we would recommend topping up at least £6 in total for the 

two days (you will not need to pay your primary school for these two days). Examples of food items and prices can be 

found later in this booklet. Any money that is unspent will remain on your child’s account and can be spent in 

September.  Alternatively they might wish to bring a packed lunch. 

Please note: we do not allow fizzy drinks, energy drinks, sweets, large sharing bags, or chewing gum. 

We expect all students who have been allocated a place at Hyde High School to attend, in the unlikely event that your 

child will not join us on transition days you must contact the attendance absence line on 0161 366 2675 before 

8.30am on the day to let us know. 
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School Uniform 

The school website details all uniform guidance and expectations; any updates will be published on our school 

website. 

Our uniform is an essential part of our identity.  It instills  a sense of pride and belonging in our school, as well as 

signals a readiness to be part of our learning community.  It is school policy that uniforms should be worn correctly to 

and from school, as the impression our students give in our local community is of extreme importance. 

Please be aware of back to school sections in some stores, as their items may not be acceptable in our school. Please 

see the guidance on the next pages for further details. 

The Headteacher will make any final decision on  matters relating to uniform and appearance in line with the Hyde 

High School uniform policy.  Any student arriving at school in the incorrect uniform, or with an unsuitable hair style or 

unnatural colour, will receive a sanction in accordance with the behaviour policy (in most cases this is a detention or 

isolation). 

We hold a stock of spare, clean items of uniform and shoes.  Any students wearing incorrect uniform or footwear will 

be expected to change into these for the day.  Refusal to do so is a breach of the behaviour policy and will be 

sanctioned accordingly. 

Please contact your child’s Form Tutor or Head of Year if you have concerns regarding uniform.  

We know that you expect us to have high standards and we are very grateful for parents’ and carers’ support with the 

school uniform rules. 

 

School Uniform – further guidance     

School uniform is available from the following retailers: 

Kids Stop Market Street  
Hyde 
Cheshire 
SK14 2AD 
Telephone number 0161 368 4500 
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Sallies 
Schoolwear 

Manchester Road 
Denton  
M34 3JU 
Telephone Number 0161 336 3305 

https://www.hydehighschool.uk/parents/uniform/


Monkhouse 
Schoolwwear 

Chestergate 
Stockport 
Cheshire 
SK3 0AN 
Telephone number 0161 476 7210 

 

School uniforms will also be available to purchase at the Moving Up Evening on 19th June 2025. 

Items without a school logo (shirts, trousers, skirts etc) can be purchased from any retailer; however, please ensure 

they are inline with the uniform policy on our website.  If in doubt, please contact the school before making 

purchases. 

Uniform vouchers will be provided for students in receipt of free school meals. Eligible families will be contacted 

directly with further guidance. 

All Year 7 students are given a blue school tie at the end of the two transition days in July, so there is no need to buy 

one. Replacement ties can be purchased from the suppliers listed above or from Student Services in school. 

Behaviour for Learning 

At Hyde High School we have a collective responsibility for implementing behaviour for learning and ensuring high 

standards of student discipline. We aim to: 

●​ Ensure all stakeholders feel happy, safe and secure. 

●​ Ensure that effective teaching and learning can take place. 

●​ Promote good behaviour and encourage students to behave responsibly both in and out of school. 

●​ Promote a range of positive values and attitudes and an understanding of rights and responsibilities. 

●​ Provide systems for dealing effectively with incidents of unacceptable behaviour. 

●​ Ensure a positive, supportive and respectful ethos throughout the school reinforced by our 3 school rules. 

There is a firm emphasis on prizes and verbal recognition. The reward system in the school uses positive points which 

apply to both Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4. In addition to positive points, we will recognise students’ achievement and 

behaviour through: verbal praise;  written praise for students’ work; displays of excellent work; recognition in school 

newsletters; postcards home; celebration assemblies; progress badges; attendance badges; awards at the annual 

sports presentation. 

The 3 Hyde High School Values are: READY, RESPECTFUL, SAFE​
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Learning at Hyde 

Key Stage 3 (Year 7, 8 and 9) 

The National Curriculum is covered and exceeded at Key Stage 3 with the following subjects taught: 

●​ English 

●​ Maths 

●​ Science 

●​ History 

●​ Geography 

●​ MFL (French/German/Spanish) 

●​ Technology 

●​ Art 

●​ Computing 

●​ Music 

●​ PE/Sport 

●​ Religious Studies 

●​ Technology and Art are taught on a rotational basis to enable all students to experience a variety of subject 

areas including: Food and Nutrition, Computing and Art. 

Positive Routines 

1.​ Students will line up in silence with one foot either side of the line. Standing tall, facing forward with their 

planner in their hand. 

2.​ Students should enter silently and promptly with planners in hand, get out their equipment (school bag large 

enough to hold an A4 folder / exercise book, pens (black, blue, green & red), pencil, ruler, eraser, planner, 

library book or reading book from home and sit in accordance with the seating plan). 

3.​ Students are expected to begin the lesson starter activity in silence in all subjects. Students will spend 10 

minutes silent reading at the start of lesson 4 (except PE, Music, Art, RE & DT). 

4.​ Students wearing their uniform incorrectly will be reminded to correct themselves at the door before entry to 

the classroom, if they fail to comply they will be issued with a detention. If they still don’t make the right 

choice and correct their uniform they will be reported to the ‘on call’ team.  

5.​ The register will be completed during the do now activity at the beginning of the lesson, students who arrive 

late will be marked accordingly  on the register and will be issued a detention. 

Students must ‘walk tall and with pace’ to lessons following the one way system with their planner in their hand. 

Enrichment 

In year 7, all students will participate in some form of enrichment. The intention of which is to provide opportunities 
for students to experience and enjoy activities that go beyond the classroom, whilst uncovering new interests and 
talents. We want our younger students to quickly get into the habit of building their character and widening their 
interests. Our enrichment offer for 2025 will be made available to year 7 students in September 2025 and it will also 
be available on the school website from July 2025. During the first week at Hyde, students will be given information 
on how to choose an enrichment activity and where and when to attend. You will find that we offer a wide range of 
activities to enhance our students' educational experience and we also offer flexibility in terms of the duration and 
timing of each activity. 
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Character Development 

At Hyde High School, we are determined to provide students with a wealth of opportunities, both inside and beyond 

the classroom. We aim to enable all our students to develop into confident and compassionate young adults with a 

strong moral code so that they are able to take their place as responsible citizens, ready to contribute positively to 

their communities and the wider world around them. We encourage our students to develop a commitment to 

serving others, to participate in a wide range of activities (both in and outside school), to develop the ability to lead 

others and of course, the skills to effectively learn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Four Character Pillars 

Increasingly, both employers and further education institutions are looking for qualities that go beyond examination 

performance. The aim of the Character Development initiative is to help identify and develop these qualities but, 

perhaps even more importantly, to recognise and reward students whilst they develop into skilled, strong, kind and 

responsible citizens equipped for a rapidly changing world. With a range of activities to get involved in, students will 

be given the opportunity to develop and practise the skills and qualities under the ‘Four Character Pillars’ highlighted 

below:  
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School Meals and our Cashless Catering System 

We have a cashless catering system in our school which offers many benefits.  There is no risk of theft or loss of 

money and dinner money cannot be spent on the way to/from school.  The flow through the tills is quicker without 

counting cash or waiting for change, and our free school meals system is anonymous and seamless. 

Our school meals are provided by Robertson Facilities Management. We are fortunate to have a passionate and 

professional catering team who look after our students each day. 

Please see a sample from our current menu below: 

Meal Deal £2.99 

Choose 1 from here: plus  1 from either of these: 
Panini 
Pasta King 
Sandwich 
Cooked meal 

 
and 

 

Cake 
Bun 

Biscuit 
Fruit 

 
OR 

Juice carton 
Small water 

Milk 
Milkshake 

 

Break time examples: 

●​ Toast​ ​ ​ 33p 
●​ Cheese on toast​​ 75p 
●​ Bacon/Sausage barm​ £1.76​ ​  
●​ Milkshake​ ​ 72p 
●​ Small water​ ​ 64p 

 

Lunch time examples: 

●​ A range of sandwiches and wraps​ ​ from £1.76 
●​ A range of paninis​ ​ ​ ​ £2.20 
●​ Pasta King with a variety of toppings​ ​ £2.20 
●​ A different choice of hot meals every day​ various 

 

Water is available at all times via water fountains; please make sure your child has a water bottle to refill. 

Paying for lunches FAQs 

At the heart of the cashless system is computer software which reads each student’s card and shows how much 

money is in their account, what money has been added or spent, and what has been bought on any given day. 

Each student is issued with a dinner card in September, which they scan at the till to make a purchase. This card must 

be kept safe and brought to school every day.  When the card is scanned, the student’s photo is shown on screen so 

the canteen staff can check that the right person is using the card, which prevents any misuse. 

The display shows the student’s current balance and remaining balance after purchase. 

We don’t take cash in school and so you need to top up your child’s account online through the ParentPay system (see 

the next section).  Login details will be issued to you in due course. 

A daily spend limit can be set for your child on request and no food or drink can be bought above that limit.  We do 

find that in the beginning, some students overspend a little as they realise that they can buy snacks at break and have 

more freedom over their lunch choices, but this soon settles down. 

The system works exactly the same for all students whether they pay for their dinner or have a free school meal.  All 

students have their own account to use in exactly the same way. 

The amount allocated for a free school meal will automatically be entered onto the system daily and will only be 

accessible at lunchtime i.e. the free school meal entitlement cannot be used at break time.  Any underspend or 
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unused entitlement, for example if your child is absent, is automatically removed from their account after lunch time 

each day and cannot be accrued. 

Additional money can be added to a child’s balance via ParentPay to allow your child to purchase snacks or drinks at 

break time or to top up dinner money should you wish to; any underspend of this money is not removed but remains 

on your child’s account for their future use. 

ParentPay 

ParentPay keeps accurate records of payments made for every student and enables us to respond to queries much 

more effectively.  It removes the need for students to bring cash to school and so avoids loss, theft, or waste of dinner 

money; it also removes the need for school staff to count and bank cash. 

We also use the ParentPay system to communicate with parents and gain consent for your child’s involvement in 

school activities and trips, even when no payment is needed.  This ensures that letters reach parents and are not 

mislaid or left in school bags and also means that you can send your responses online. 

ParentPay is quick and easy to use.  It gives you the freedom to make payments to school without having to find cash 

to send in. This also gives you peace of mind that the payment has been made safely and securely. 

Payments for trips and visits can be made via this system which is often much more convenient than making cash 

payments. 

Details of how to access ParentPay will be sent to you in due course and if you are already using this for another child 

or at another school, you can simply add an additional child on to your established account. 

It is really important that we have your up to date contact details so that we can get in touch with you easily should 

the need arise. 
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Term Dates 2025-26 

Autumn Term 

Monday 1st  September 2025​ ​ INSET Day 1 (school closed to students) 

Tuesday 2nd September 2025​ ​ INSET Day 2 (school closed to students) 

Wednesday 3rd September 2025              Students return to school 

Friday 24th October 2025​               School closes for the half term break 

Monday 3rd November 2025​ ​ School opens to all students 

Friday 19th December 2025​               School closes for the Christmas break 

Spring Term 

Monday 5th January 2026​              INSET Day 3 (school closed to students) 

Tuesday  6th February 2026                     School opens for all students 

Friday 13th  February 2026 ​              School closes for the half term holiday  

Monday 23rd February 2026 ​              School opens to all students  

Friday 27th March  2026   ​              Students finish for the Easter break 

Summer Term  

Tuesday 13th April 2026​​             School reopens for all students  

Monday 4th May 2026 ​ ​             May Bank Holiday (school closed)  

Friday 22nd May 2026 ​ ​             School closes for the half term holiday  

Monday 1st June 2026 ​ ​             School reopens for all students 

Friday 17th July 2025 ​ ​             School closes for the summer break 

 

Family holidays booked during term time will not be authorised and fixed penalty notices will be issued to parents via 
the local authority.   

Fixed penalty notice charges are £80 per parent however do increase to £120 if paid after 21 days but before 28 days. 

After 28 days if the fine remains unpaid the matter will be referred for prosecution in the magistrates court. 
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