
 

 

 

 

 

         25th October 2024 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we break up for half term I want to thank all our staff, students and families for their support in having 

such a successful start to the school year. Students have commented that school feels much calmer, both 

in lessons and on corridors and we will continue to drive for an even better atmosphere around school when 

we return after half term, as we introduce our new classroom threshold routines.  

Our fantastic student leadership team are helping support our 

drive for improvements and their charity work is beginning to 

raise money for worthy local and national causes – more details 

to follow after the holiday. A special mention must be made for 

form 9.7 (Mr Chowdhury’s form) who, entirely under their own 

initiative, have raised 

money (amount yet to be 

confirmed but believed to 

be well over £500) this week 

for ‘Breast Cancer 

Awareness’ charity. We’re incredibly proud of them for their selfless 

work and dedication to such a good cause. A special mention to 

Kendal H (y11), Heather D (y9), Milly K (y9), Tulissha K-A (y9), Jack H 

(y9), Michalina O (y9), Maryum A (y9) and Jacob H (y9).  

As always before a holiday, I wish all the students a restful and safe break and hope they come back on 

Monday 4th November re-energised and ready to continue learning. Year 11 do need to spend a significant 

portion of time studying next week but also need to balance this with some time off to recharge before 

such a very important half term of work, as they prepare for their January mocks. Please see the note later 

in the newsflash for details of Period 6 studies which have begun. 

Finally, can I thank all those parents/carers who have ensured that their children attend school day in, day 

out; 346 students currently have 100% attendance in the first half term – not a single morning or afternoon 

off. All the evidence shows very clearly that good attendance, in year 7 through to year 11, is the single 

biggest factor in ensuring good exam results. Please continue to support your children by sending them in to 

school wherever possible. 100% attendance is the target for every student over the next half term. If not 

100% then as close as is possible please! 

Free School meals 

We have become aware that there are quite a number of families we believe are entitled to 

free school meals for their child/children but who may not be currently claiming this.  If you believe this to 

be the case please read the information attached at the end of this newsletter, and complete an 

application as per the details provided.  If you need any support please do not hesitate to contact the 

school. 

For existing families receiving free school meals, please be advised that vouchers are being sent out for half 

term to the value of £10. These should be received by the end of the week.  Please make sure your email 

address and contact numbers are correct so you can access the voucher. 



 

Boys Football News 

Our boy’s football teams have had a superb week with three 

fantastic victories. The Year 9 team defeated GAA away 8-2 on 

Wednesday. On Thursday, the Year 7 team came from 2-0 down 

to win 5-4 in the Cup in a terrific tie at home. They now meet 

Audenshaw in the Quarter Finals in November. The Year 10 side 

went to St Damien’s on the same night and secured a 2-1 victory. 

Well done Team Hyde! 

 

Young Officials 

We have a team of highly dedicated and professional Year 11 

students who have volunteered to officiate all of our school 

football fixtures this season - Hayden F, Charlie J and Alex W. They 

are doing a superb job, so much so that it has recently caught the 

attention of Tameside School Sports Partnership who 

recently commented on twitter "young people as role models - 

fantastic". 

 

Halle Orchestra trip   

The Halle Orchestra trip was thoroughly enjoyed by all Y8-Y11 who attended 

last Friday. The students were wowed by live performances of pieces by 

Mozart & Beethoven but also enjoyed modern pieces like Defying Gravity & 

Star Wars. One student was seen wiping tears from her eyes such was the 

overwhelming sound of a live symphony orchestra. 

 

Adopt-A-Player 

Miss Bevins will now continue to work closely with 

the Halle as we 'adopt-a-player.' Y10 musicians have been invited to; attend three 

workshops in school (11th Nov, 18th Nov & 25th Nov), attend a Bridgewater Hall 

concert (14th Nov) and host a concert in school (25th Nov). More details to follow 

for those involved.  

 

 

 

Winter Concert 

The audition process has begun for this years' Winter Concert. All students have 

been invited to audition for the concert which takes place on Thursday 28th 

November, 6pm until approximately 7.45pm. Successful students will join the 

School Bands who have already been invited to confirm their attendance on 

ParentPay. Tickets are limited to 4 per performer and can be reserved for free 

via ParentPay.  



Music Theatre Club 

The newly formed Music Theatre Club are going from strength to strength and 

have been asked to perform at the Hyde Christmas Markets on Saturday 7th 

December. More details will be shared with those involved once details have 

been confirmed. 

 

London Music Trip 

The London Music Trip has now been fully arranged 

& students have been working exceptionally hard to 

earn a Badges of Excellence to secure an invite. Students who have earnt an 

invite this half term should confirm their place on ParentPay as soon as possible 

as this is a highly popular trip that sells out quickly.  

 

Musical Theatre Masterclass 

Finally, next half term Musical Theatre Club students will be treated to 

a Masterclass from the West End's Jen Caldwell. Jen, who starred in SIX the 

Musical, will support our students with their performance of a piece from SIX and 

also host a Q&A session. We cannot wait to welcome her!  

 

 

Year 11 Period 6 Revision Classes 

All of year 11 have been given the Period 6 

timetable for revision classes. These are 

running as exam masterclasses and 

students will be given the opportunity to 

work on key exam skills, complete 

coursework or revise key content with 

subject specialists.  

Unless students have been explicitly told 

they are not needed (for example, in Music 

1:1, which is invite only) they are to attend 

all revision classes and check with their class 

teacher where these are being held.  

In addition to Period 6 sessions, students 

should be in a routine of regularly revising at 

home. In order to support your child with 

their revision they have each completed a revision timetable in form time. Students also have access to a 

wide range of revision guidance on the Year 11 Google Classroom, students can access this from home by 

logging into their realsmart account.  

Students are also able to purchase a wide range of revision guides on Parent Pay. Please can you check if 

your child has all the revision resources they need?  

If you would like to support your child further with their revision we have a parent’s guide on the school 

website (click here to access). 

 

https://www.hydehighschool.uk/parents/revison-a-parents/


Homework 

As we continue our drive to improve standards, we are stepping up our expectations of homework following 

half term. Homework is essential in helping to build a strong work ethic, independence and resilience. All set 

homework will appear on Go4Schools, where you can also view completion rates of previously set 

homework.  

 

Students should be set the following quantity of homework:  

 

Key Stage 3  

 Maths, English, Science (between 1 hour and 2 hours per fortnight). 

 Art, Music, D&T, MFL, History, Geography, Computing, RE (between ½ hour and 1 hour per fortnight or 

an extended piece of work over a period of time). 

Key Stage 4 

 Maths, English, Science (between 2 hours and 4 hours per fortnight). 

 Option subjects and RE (between 1 hour and 2 hours per fortnight). 

We also have a nightly homework club that runs in the library Monday-Thursday 3-4pm and on Fridays at 3-

3.45pm. Students will have access to computers and a quiet place to work.  

 

Our homework policy can be viewed here. 

 

Careers and higher education 

To help inspire our pupils to progress on to Higher Education, and learn about the range of options available 

to them after high school, we work with Greater Manchester Higher who fund a range of activities for our 

pupils for Years 9-11.  Please see the letter below regarding the range of activities on offer along with GDPR 

requirements. 

 

Volunteers needed for Industry Day 

On Tuesday 4th February 2025 our school will be hosting an Industry Day event in the afternoon 1pm-3pm to 

showcase a range of different jobs to help Year 9's learn more about the world of work ready for making 

option choices.  Students will be interviewing employers. 

 

If you are available or would like to know more please email admin@hydehighschool.uk putting 'Industry 

Day' as the subject heading. 

 

 

Pencil Cases 

Please can you check your child’s pencil case. Some students are missing basic equipment: pen, coloured 

pen, pencil, rubber, sharpener, ruler, highlighters. 

 

Trainers for PE 

Please be aware that students aren’t permitted to wear converse for PE trainers. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Warmest regards, 

 

Rorick Houghton 

Headteacher  

 

https://www.schoolbus.co.uk/compliancemanager/public/homework-guidance/40744d85-c271-4fdf-91e2-cb71b8935df8/20465
mailto:admin@hydehighschool.uk


 

 

 

 



 

Free School Meals Information 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

We want to make sure that we are providing your child with the best education and support we can. 

Healthy school food has obvious health benefits and can help pupils establish healthy habits for life. Healthy 

school food can also help to improve pupils’ readiness to learn.    

Families who receive certain benefits may be eligible for free school meals.  Your child is eligible for free 

school meals if you’re in receipt of one of the following benefits: 

 Universal Credit with an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400. 

 Income Support 

 Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 The guarantee element of Pension Credit 

 Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for the four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit) 

 Child Tax Credit (with no Working Tax Credit) with an annual income of no more than £16,190 

Registering for free meals could also raise an extra £900 for your child’s secondary school, to fund valuable 

support like extra tuition, additional teaching staff or after school activities. 

This additional money is available from central government for every child whose parent is receiving one of 

the benefits listed above. 

To apply for Free School Meals please log into the following website where you will be asked for information 

relevant to your claim. 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims-tameside 

If you have a problem accessing the website, please contact school. 

If your claim is refused you can bring evidence of benefits into the school reception or email 

admin@hydehighschool.uk and we will check if you are entitled. 

Thank you! 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims-tameside
mailto:admin@hydehighschool.uk


                                                   

 

  
 

 
Dear parent/carer 
 
To help inspire our pupils to progress on to Higher Education, and learn about the range of options 
available to them after high school, we work with Greater Manchester Higher who fund a range of 
activities for our pupils, including: 
 

 In-school workshops and presentations 

 Mentoring projects 

 University campus visits 

 Subject taster sessions 

 Residential and non-residential summer schools 

 Attainment raising activities 
 
As a Government funded programme, GM Higher are required to collect the personal data of pupils. 
The collection of this data allows them to evaluate the programme by monitoring engagement in 
their activities, and tracking the progression of pupils into Higher Education.   
 
In order to support GM Higher with their evaluation requirements, we are obligated to share the 
data of our pupils in eligible year groups with them. This will be done after 31st October 24 therefore 
if students wish to opt out, they should do so by this date. You/your student can decline their data 
being shared by contacting the school before this date.  
 
For a full explanation of GM Higher’s GDPR compliance policy, please read their privacy notice:  
GM-Higher-Data-Collection-and-GDPR-Privacy-Notice.pdf (gmhigher.ac.uk)  
 
This notice provides detailed information on the data GM Higher collects, how it is used, and the 
legal basis for collecting the data. 
 
Further information about GM Higher and the activities they deliver can be found on their website at 
www.gmhigher.ac.uk  
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact admin@hydehighschool.uk and put ‘GM 
Higher’ in the subject box.  
 
 
  
 

https://gmhigher.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/GMH-Data-Collection-and-GDPR-Privacy-Notice-Combined-24-25.pdf
http://www.gmhigher.ac.uk/
mailto:admin@hydehighschool.uk
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