
 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd December 2021 

 

Dear parents and carers, 

Another busy week and quite a lot of information to share with you. 

Firstly, there has been a lot of noise in the press about the new Covid variant and the ‘introduction’ of face 
masks in communal areas of schools across the country.  Due to the earlier rise in infections in Tameside, 
Hyde pupils have been wearing face coverings since October and so there are no changes to our policy at 
the moment - pupils MUST wear a face covering whenever they are moving around the building or in the 
dining area; face masks are optional in lessons.  We are fortunate to have retained staggered starts, 
breaks, lunches and finishes during our school day this year as this will help to reduce transmission of the 
virus should there be a further wave of cases within the area. 

You may also be aware that secondary schools have been directed to ensure lateral flow testing of pupils 
as they return after Christmas.  Yet again this will disrupt the start of our term but will certainly help to 
identify any asymptomatic pupils after contact during the holiday. 

To help you with plans for childcare, our schedule for return will now be as follows: 

Wednesday 5th January Years 7 and 11 attend for testing 
at allocated times (to be advised) 

 

Thursday 6th January  Years 8 and 10 attend for testing 
at allocated times (to be advised) 

Years 7 and 11 return to school 

Friday 7th January Year 9 attend for testing at 
allocated times (to be advised) 

Year 8 and 10 return to school 

Monday 10th January All year groups in school as normal. 

 

Apologies again for another slightly delayed start - we simply have no alternative. 

Lateral flow testing remains our best strategy for identifying asymptomatic pupils and today we are issuing 
another set of lateral flow home test kits to pupils.  Please do encourage your child to bring kits home 
when they are offered and to test regularly, especially if someone they know has symptoms of Covid.  
Additional kits can be collected from Student Services on request.  Your support in this is very much 
appreciated, especially as we head into the festive season with additional family gatherings and social 
occasions.  Many thanks. 

The next two weeks 

We have several activities taking place over the next two weeks so here’s a summary for your information: 



Tuesday 7th December Tameside Cross-Country Championships 

Good luck Team Hyde! 

Thursday 9th December Winter Concert (Limited audience - performers’ 
families by invitation only).  The concert will be 
recorded and shared on YouTube later. 

Friday 10th December Christmas Jumper Day 

Any pupils who would like to wear a festive jumper 
with their school uniform can do so for a donation 
of £1.  All monies raised will go to Save the 
Children.  This is NOT a non-uniform day. 

Year 11 Ice Skating Trip 

Monday 13th - Friday 17th December Celebration Assemblies for all year groups to 
acknowledge hard work and positive attitudes this 
term. 

Friday 17th December Non-uniform day (no charge) 

End of term - school will finish at approximately 
12pm on this day. 

 

Period 6 Sessions for Year 11 pupils 

Next week, period 6 lessons will begin for all year 11 pupils.  These will take place on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays and will run until May half term.  The timing of the session is 2:50pm to 
3:50pm. 

An individual letter has been emailed home to all parents and carers of Year 11 pupils with further details.  
A copy has also been given to the pupils themselves as each pupil’s schedule is tailored to their own classes 
and options. 

It is expected that every Year 11 pupil will attend all of the sessions that they are scheduled for.  If we do 
once again have to submit Teacher Assessed Grades later this year, we may need to take into account 
pupils' attendance and engagement at these sessions, as an indicator of how seriously they are taking their 
studies as this will affect their final levels. 

If pupils do not have sessions scheduled in a particular block, they should use the time to study subjects at 
home that are a priority for them. 

Vouchers for Free School Meals during the Christmas break 

Vouchers for £40 will be issued next week via text or email to all families in receipt of Free School Meals to 
cover the Christmas Break.   If you have any problems accessing your vouchers, please email school via 
admin@hydehighschool.uk prior to school closing on Friday 17th December 2021. 

Medications in school 

Please could we remind parents whose child has a medical condition which requires medication (e.g. 
Inhalers/Epi-Pens/Antihistamines) to ensure that they have an up-to-date spare in school.  We cannot 
administer medication without parental consent and we have only basic inhalers available in school.  If this 



applies to your child, please contact admin@hydehighschool.uk for a form which should be completed and 
returned to school with the relevant medication clearly labelled in an envelope.  Many thanks. 

Flu vaccinations … or not! 

We were extremely disappointed this morning to be let down by the immunisation team who were booked 
in to administer catch up flu vaccinations to our pupils today.  Apparently they were double booked and 
hadn’t realised.  We will now rearrange these vaccinations as soon as possible after the Christmas break.  
Apologies for the delay and thank you for your patience. 

Library Books 

A plea for the return of any overdue library books … they can be dropped into the black box in the dining 
area at any point.  Every book matters. 

Fuel 4 Fun Plus 

Active Tameside have a FREE offer on to all the students at your school in their brand new Fuel4Fun Plus 
programme. The programme includes…. 

● Free Swim memberships to Active Tameside centres 

● Free Gym Passes (to 14 and over) at Active Tameside centres 

● Access to fun activities like bowling, clip n climb, trampolining etc. 

● Help and support with health and wellbeing with one-to-one support 

The aim of Fuel4Fun Plus is to get as many young people and their families as healthy and active as 
possible and you can contact them at Fuel4funplus@activetameside.com  
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Young People’s Emotional Health and Wellbeing Service 

 

Children in Need 

Two weeks ago we ran a range of activities to support the BBC Children in Need campaign and I am 

delighted to report that our fabulous fundraisers collected a total of £1570 for this worthy cause.  In 

addition to this, the staff team also managed to win the staff vs students football match and so haven’t had 
to spend time sulking!  Absolute credit to the student team who played a cracking game! 

Local Food Banks 

A reminder that we have started our annual Hyde High School Foodbank Collection!  This year we are 
collecting for both the Hyde Foodbank and St. Mary's Haughton Green Foodbank.  Both foodbanks support 
families in the local area and provide an invaluable service to our community.  We will be collecting 
donations between now and the last day of term and all contributions will be hugely 
appreciated.  Donations can be brought to the Alpha Centre or the Humanities Office and we will make 
sure they reach the foodbanks in time for Christmas!  All donations are welcome, but especially the 
following: 

✔ Tinned fruit ✔ Pasta ✔ Tuna ✔ Tinned Pies 

✔ Rice ✔ Cooking sauces ✔ Cereal ✔ Cordial 

✔ Tea/ coffee ✔ Toiletries ✔ Nappies ✔ Sanitary products 

✔ Tinned vegetables ✔ Tinned meats (corned 
beef, ham, spam) 

✔ Tinned custard/ rice 
pudding 

✔ Tinned hot dogs 

Thank you so much ☺ 



Wishing all of our pupils and families a lovely weekend. 

Best wishes, keep safe 

 

 

Andrea Radcliffe 
Headteacher 

 

 

 


