
 

 

 

 

 

Friday 10th March 2023 

 

Dear parents and carers, 

A snowy end to the week but we were able to open as normal this morning and I’m grateful to those staff 
living in the worst-hit areas who managed to get to school despite the best efforts of the weather!  

A huge thank you too to all the Year 9 parents who braved the wintry conditions to attend last night’s 
Parents’ Evening – the first face-to-face event we have been able to hold with this year group; your 
support is very much appreciated. 

Some information and updates: 

Industrial action in schools on Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th March, 2023 

As mentioned previously, the National Education Union (NEU) has announced national strike action on the 
15th and 16th March 2023.  I would like to reiterate that this is not action against the school but is about 
national concerns over teachers’ pay and working conditions and the funding levels for schools.   

It appears unlikely that there will be any national agreements reached before then and I am therefore 
sharing our provisional plans for operating safely and sensibly on these strike days.  The only basis for 
closing a school is if it cannot be safely operated and all schools will take different approaches depending 
upon the number of NEU members within each school.  I have been informed at this stage that a significant 
number of our teachers are again joining the strike on this day and based on this evidence there is a high 
probability that the school will be closed for all students except those who are most vulnerable.   

The school will be open for students in all years who have an Education, Health and Care Plan, are Looked 
After Children or where safeguarding needs are otherwise identified by school; these families and carers 
will be notified in advance.  

I must make it clear however, that these plans may change nearer the time, or even on the day of the 
strike, depending on any new information I receive or if there are any changes to the national position of 
the NEU.  We will notify you in due course of remote learning arrangements where staff not involved in the 
industrial action are available to set work online. 

 

Breakfast Provision: 

You may have heard that this week we have been trialling a free 
breakfast provision in school.  We are being supported by 
the National Schools’ Breakfast Programme and are aiming to offer a 
free breakfast bagel to as many pupils as possible.  Several studies 
suggest that eating breakfast helps pupils do better in school by 
improving memory, alertness, concentration, problem-solving ability, 
test scores, school attendance, and mood.  Judging by the very 
positive response from pupils this week, this initiative has been 
welcomed and so is likely to become a long-term fixture. 

 



 

CyberFirst Trailblazers 

In February, 30 of our Year 8 girls participated in a CyberFirst 
Trailblazers event in Salford Quays. The event was organised by 
CyberFirst North West (part of the Government Communications 
Headquarters and the National Cyber Security Centre) and saw our 
students take part in activities including using HTML to customise 
websites, using digital forensics and open source intelligence to 
locate patient zero of a new disease and taking part in the growing 
area of E-Sports.  

All of our girls really engaged with the activities, highlighting the integral part that women play in the cyber 
industry and were a true credit to our school.  

 

Sports Bulletin 

On Wednesday 8th March we took part in the 'Biggest Ever Football Session' as part of the FA's 
#LetGirlsPlay campaign. Taking place on International Women’s Day, pupils raised awareness of the 
importance of unlocking equal opportunities for girl's football. A great turn out on a cold snowy afternoon! 

   

 

 

 

 

A huge congratulations to the Year 8 boys Indoor Athletics Team, who last week qualified for the Tameside 
Indoor Athletics Finals. On Wednesday, they were up against some really tough competition and the boys 
finished in a very respectable 4th place overall. Well done to Ikram, Kayleb, Brodie, Joseph, Ayaat, Connor, 
Jakey-George and Cody. 

 

Music News  

The Music Department has arranged an exciting trip for Y10 musicians to BIMM 
Music College in Manchester. The trip takes place on Thursday 27th April and will 
provide our Y10 musicians with the opportunity to tour the incredible facilities, 
speak with industry experts and gain valuable music career advice. Y10 musicians 
should sign up for the free trip via ParentPay as soon as possible to secure a place. 

 

 

The Music Department is also arranging the annual Hyde on Tour event which will 
take place between 11am and 1pm on Saturday 13th May in Hyde Market. Students 
are being encouraged to speak to Mr Anthony if they would like the opportunity to 
perform in our local community. This is free of charge and students, friends and 
families are encouraged to attend and support the event. 

 



Updated staffing information 

An update on some key contact information so that you know who to ask for should you need to get in 
touch: 

Head of Year 7  Miss Lister 

Head of Year 8  Mrs Selby-Shore 

Head of Year 9  Miss Tompson 

Head of Year 10 Mr Evans 

Head of Year 11 Mrs Addison 

Examinations Officer Mr Marsden 

 

Wishing all of our pupils and families a lovely weekend – keep warm! 

 

Best wishes,  

 

 

Andrea Radcliffe 

Headteacher 

 

 

 


