
 

 

 

 

 

7th January 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank you to all those families that have supported the lateral flow tests this week – a number of children 
(4.8% of those tested) were found to be positive for Covid-19 with no symptoms at all and so, without the 
testing, these pupils would have been in school and unknowingly contributing to the spread of the omicron 
variant of the virus.  Unfortunately, attendance for testing was slightly lower this time round and so it is 
highly likely that approximately 5% of those pupils not attending are actually positive but don’t know it as 
they feel fine.  I would therefore urge that all pupils take a lateral flow test at home this weekend before 
school fully reopens to all year groups on Monday and twice a week for the next few weeks.  Staff are also 
being asked to test twice weekly.  If your child struggles to take a test at home, please let us know – we can 
help by supervising a test in school.   

Along with other secondary schools, we are already seeing the impact on staffing of the current high virus 
rates in the general population.  It may well be that we have to make some difficult decisions over the 
coming weeks in terms of temporary remote learning for some pupils.  This will be an absolute last resort 
but in order for us to communicate effectively with families if we are forced down this route, please can 
you ensure that we have up-to-date contact information if you have changed your phone number or email 
address of late. 

There has been much ‘noise’ in the press about pupils being directed to wear face masks in school.  When 
rates at Hyde previously peaked in October, we reintroduced face masks and this did appear to help; rates 
fell rapidly.  At this stage, I think it is important that we do everything we can to minimise transmission of 
the virus (a) so that it doesn’t reach more vulnerable members of our local community and (b) to protect 
the safe operation of our school – without enough staff, we simply cannot function effectively and pupils’ 
learning will be affected.  As we have said all along, any pupils who genuinely struggle to wear a mask can 
apply for exemption – parents/carers just need to contact the relevant Head of Year in the first instance. 

Covid vaccinations 

As per national directive, all healthy children aged 12 - 15 will be offered COVID-19 Pfizer immunisations 
again this term; at Hyde these will take place during the week beginning 17th January.  These will be 
organised and administered by the School Aged Immunisation Service from Tameside and Glossop 
Integrated Care Trust.  

The decision to vaccinate is entirely down to you as the parent/carer, and your child.  Vaccinations are 
being offered to: 

 Pupils who have had their first vaccination and are now eligible for a second. 

 Pupils who have turned 12 since the first round of vaccinations and so are now eligible. 

 Pupils over 12 who did not have the vaccination in the first round, but wish to be vaccinated now.  

IMPORTANT – a consent form, along with full information, has been issued to year 7, 8, 10 and 11 today; 
Year 9 forms will be issued on Monday 10th January.  The majority of consent forms have pre-populated 
information about your child. Please note that this information is not from our school database and so may 
be out of date. If this is the case, please cross out wrong information and write on the correct information, 



so that the Immunisation Team can update their records.  Forms should be returned to school 
by Wednesday 12th January and they will be forwarded directly to the immunisation team to be 
processed. 

Please complete the front page only. If your child has had a second dose already, please write this clearly 
on the form with the date and complete the red box.  

Year 7 children who have not reached the age of 12 by Monday 17th January will NOT be eligible for the 
vaccine.  16 year olds are already eligible through the national vaccination programme, however vaccines 
will be offered to all Year 11 pupils whether they are 15 or 16. 

Please note: it is a government directive that COVID vaccines are offered to secondary age pupils and that 
this should take place in schools as this is the most efficient way of accessing young people.  If after 
receiving the full information you have any queries relating to these vaccinations, please contact the 
immunisation team directly on 0161 366 2139 and not the school. 

**The immunisation team will NOT vaccinate any child within our school setting without written 
consent from a person with parental responsibility** 

In the midst of testing, face masks and vaccinations, I have to say once more that our pupils have been 
(and continue to be) truly phenomenal throughout this entire extended period of restrictions and new 
routines – we are so very proud of how they have adapted to the changes that have been forced upon us 
all and we will do our utmost to keep school running as normally as possible for them this term. 

Year 11 

This is a crucial term for Year 11.  ‘Period 6’ booster sessions begin again on Monday for all Year 11 pupils 
and a final series of Mock Exams will take place in early March.  These exams are vital in that they will 
familiarise our pupils with exam protocols and expectations and will identify areas of learning still needing 
attention and, if there are any changes to the plans for examinations this year, they would be used as key 
evidence for any Teacher Assessed Grades.  Year 11 pupils can apply for a personalised ‘study pass’ to 
access school at 8:00am and revise in the Science Open Learning area; Mr Houghton has the application 
forms. 

Year 7 Meet the Tutor session for parents 

As we have as yet been unable to host Year 7 parents in school due to COVID, we have arranged a virtual 
session for a short meeting with Form Tutors on Thursday 10th February between 3pm and 5pm.  Full 
details and booking/joining instructions will be sent to Year 7 parents and carers in due course.   

 

Wishing all of our pupils and families a pleasant weekend. 

Keep safe and well, 

 

 
Andrea Radcliffe 
Headteacher 


