
AoS 3
Film Music

Revision tips and exercises



From the Eduqas specification:

Learners will study the use of timbre, tone colour and 
dynamics for effect, as follows:

• Use of musical elements to respond to a brief

• Use of leitmotifs and thematic transformation to 

develop thematic material

• Use of musical features to create a mood in 

descriptive music

• Use of instrumental and/or vocal timbres to create 

colour/mood

• Use of dynamics and contrast to create special effects

• Use of music technology to enhance sonority

• Use of minimalistic techniques in film music



AoS 3: Film Music

• This topic is all about how composers use musical 

elements including sonority, tone colour, and 

dynamics for effect.

Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1-

JdqHxqkHA and watch without audio. 

• What do you think is happening? Sum up the 

scene in three bullet points.

• How would you describe the mood/atmosphere?

• What would you expect to hear in the music for 

this scene?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1-JdqHxqkHA


Now watch it with audio

• How does the composer use rhythm to reflect the 

mood/atmosphere?

• How does the composer use sonority (sounds, 

instruments) to reflect the mood/atmosphere?

• How does the music enhance the experience of 

watching the clip?
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LEITMOTIF – a recurring musical idea (melody/chord 

sequence/rhythm) which is associated with a particular 

character or place.

Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rHbpnVBUfV0 to 

see a description of a leitmotif.

THEMATIC TRANSFORMATION – the development of a 

leitmotif by adding new notes or material, developing part 

of the theme, changing the pitch/rhythm, changing the 

sonority by using different instruments.

• Listen to some famous leitmotifs.

• What makes them successful in representing their 

character/place/idea? 

• How are they developed to show thematic 

transformation?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rHbpnVBUfV0


Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-bTpp8PQSog

• What word describes the repeated brass pattern before the 

melody comes in?

• What instrument plays the main leitmotif?

• Is it major or minor?

• Why do you think John Williams made these musical 

decisions to represent the character of Indiana Jones?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-bTpp8PQSog


Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Htaj3o3JD8I

• How would you describe the texture at the start?

• What instrument plays the main leitmotif?

• Give two differences between the original presentation of 

the leitmotif and the second time you hear it.

• What mood/atmosphere does the music help to create?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Htaj3o3JD8I


Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lV8i-pSVMaQ

• How does the composer develop the leitmotif?

• Give two ways in which the theme helps to create tension 

and anticipation

• What word describes the repeated pattern that is heard 

throughout the opening?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lV8i-pSVMaQ
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Make sure you know your instruments, but most importantly, make sure 

you know what different instruments are used for!
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Approaching the 10-mark question

What buzzwords would you 
associate with these words?



This music is the theme for an action movie. Explain how 
this music is appropriate for this setting.

*DO NOT repeat/labour points! E.g. ‘the violin
represents sadness which adds to the sense of loss
and sorrow. This is because the soldiers would be
feeling loss and sorrow as there is lots of loss and
sorrow in a war. We feel the same sense of loss and
sorrow.’*
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EDUQAS sample questions on Film Music

Search for ‘Schindler’s List’ on YouTube



EDUQAS sample questions on Film Music

Search for ‘James Bond’ on YouTube



EDUQAS sample questions on Film Music

Search for ‘Jaws’ on YouTube


